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Taras H. Shevchenko Museum
Annual General Meeting

The Taras H. Shevchenko
Museum and Memorial Park
Foundation held its 23rd An-
nual General Meeting on
March 9. As the 22nd AGM
had been face-to-face, this
one was a virtual meeting,
with participants joining by
phone and on their computers.

The Resident Executive
Committee and Toronto-area
participants gathered at the
home of Nancy and Mark
Stewart, where they enjoyed
brunch before Shevchenko
Museum President Wilfred
Szczesny called the meeting to
order at about 12:15 p.m.

The President noted the ab-
sence of several members of
the Board of Directors, and (in

particular) extended best
wishes to Shirley Uhryn of
Edmonton, who has been ill
for sometime, and ClaraBabiy
of Welland, who is coping with
the seriousillness of her hus-
band.

After the meeting agenda

was adopted, the right to 3
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speak was extended to all at-
tending AUUC members and

affected were Christopher

McCormack of McCormack =
Architects, William Bezanson 2

of Prodigy Construction Inc.,
and Museum volunteers Vic-
toria Kravchyna and Larissa
Stavroff.
Officers of the AGM were
(Continued on Page 6.)
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Lyudmyla Pogoryelova
was re-elected as Museum
Director.

Arms Control Regimen

The Trump administration
has announced that it will halt
U.S. compliance with the
INF, a nuclear arms control
treaty with Russia. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo cited
Moscow’s“brazen” violations
of a pact that has been a cor-
nerstone of nonproliferation
since the Cold War.

The U.S. suspended com-
pliance with the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty,
known as INF, on February 2
and began asix-month formal
withdrawal process. That
gives Moscow time to re-
verse course — even as the
Trump administration begins
to look at developing and
deploying new intermediate-
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range missiles.

The administration’s deci-
sionwill freethe United States
to confront other emerging
security threats, principally
China’s buildup of intermedi-
ate-range missiles, which may
be the key reason for the
American decision.

Critics of the U.S. move
said that abandoning the 32-
year-old treaty could spark a
new arms race, undermine
American credibility and put
Europe at risk of Russian ag-
gression.

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of
the House of Representatives
said, “The administration
should exhaust every diplo-
matic effort and work closely
with NATO allies over the
next six months to avoid
thrusting the United States
into a dangerous arms com-
petition.”

Rachel Ellehuus, Deputy
Director and Senior Fellow
with the Europe Program at
the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, aWash-
ington think tank, said, “ This
really changes the dynamic
where Russia could deploy
systems are that are much
more offensive, and that up-
sets the security balance in
Europe, becauseit can hold at
risk alot of the countrieswho
are NATO allies and part-
ners.”

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said that Rus-
sia greeted the decision with
“much regret”, and blamed the
U.S. for the INF's collapse.
He said that Washington has
been “unwilling to hold any

Collapsing

substantial talks” to saveit.

NATO strongly backed the
Trump administration’s move
and said Russiawas to blame
for the U.S. decision.

The Pentagon has started
research and development of
intermediate range missiles,
but is not close to making any
decisions about whether and
how such weapons would be
deployed.

The INF Treaty, signed in
1987 by President Ronald
Reagan and Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, bars the
U.S. and Russiafrom deploy-
ing ground-launched ballistic
and cruise missiles with
ranges of 310to 3,400 miles.
The agreement led to the
elimination of nearly 3,000
missileswith nuclear and con-
ventional warheads and con-
tributed to the end of the Cold
War.

It's possible that NATO
would allow the U.S. to de-
ploy ground-launched missiles
in Europe, but that probably
would provoke Russia even
more and would risk apublic
backlash across the continent.

Some experts say the ad-
ministration’s withdrawal
from the pact also jeopardizes
asecond nuclear arms control
agreement with Russiaknown
as New START that expires
in 2021. The Russians have
asked the U.S. to begin nego-
tiations on an extension of that
agreement, but so far the
Trump administration has not
agreed to do that.

Experts say that Russia is
in compliance with New
START.

tion.

The Next Issue

The next issue of the“UCH” will be dated May, 2019.
Announcements of eventsin May or early June, 2019,
aswell asarticlesfor the May, 2019, issue, should bein
our office by April 10. Thank you for your considera-

Race to the Moon

It used to be a two-horse
race, with the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the
United States of America
competing for pride of place.
In the decade from 1966 and
1976, those superpowers
softly landed almost 20 space-
craft on the moon’s surface.
That included six from NASA
with human crews.

Then things quieted down,
and only one soft moon land-
ing was achieved — by China
in2013.

That was a sign of things
to come. The race is heating
up again, with additional par-
ticipants. Now the motivation
issupplied by the possibility of
mining lunar resources. The
moon has gold, aswell as sil-
ver, titanium, and the helium-
3 useful for nuclear fusion. So
do nearby asteroids.

In 2015, the U.S. Congress
passed the Space Act, allow-
ing U.S. firmstheright to the
resources they minein space.

While the new lunar activ-
ity isstill fuelled by national
pride and a quest for scien-
tific discovery, this space age
is also being driven by a new
factor: greed. A growing
number of corporations are
benefiting from new technol o-
gies and wealthy backers.
Several lunar-prospecting
companies have sprung up,
and they plan to fly to the
moon in the coming years.

Several of these companies
have already failed, and oth-
ers are expected to fold.

Space exploration, espe-
cialy in deep space, isstill an
activity mainly for govern-
ments. China has already
joined the original two. In ad-
dition to the 2013 landing, on
January 3 of this year it
landed a spacecraft on the
dark side of the moon — a
historicfirst.

There is expected to be
another soft moon landing by
China this year. NASA may
alsolaunch amoon landing this
year, partnering with the pri-
vate sector.

Other countries are plan-
ning to get involved. Israel
was planning to launch a
moon shot from Cape
Canaveral in February of this

year. Indiaisalso intending to
launch its own spacecraft this
year.

NASA is planning to land
human beings on the moon's
surface by 2028, as a step to-
ward a permanent presence
on and near the moon. The
Trump administration has
made areturn to the moon top
priority, with adefinite intent
to stay.

If all thoselandings planned
for thisyear are successful, it
would set a record: the most
soft lunar landingsinasingle
year, surpassing 1966 and
1972.
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Time to Act on TB In
Nunavut

On March 8, Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau extended
official apologies to the Inuit
inlqgaluit, Nunavut, for policy
on treatment of tuberculosis
during the 1940s, '50s and
'60s which was colonial and
misguided. He al so announced
the establishment of a data-
base, coming soon, which
would provideinformation on
thelocation of graves of peo-
ple who had died after being
taken south to treat their TB.

During those decades,
thousands of Inuit weretaken
fromtheir families and shipped
to sanatoriums in the south.

Many were not even al-
lowed to say goodbye, and
their families never heard of
them, or from them, until they
returned — if they did come
back. Inuit officials believe
that 900 died in the south, and
were buried in places un-
knownto their familiesor com-

munities.

The apology was all well
and good, but it has a serious
flaw: it leaves the incorrect
impression that the problemis
of the past. It is not.

As noted in a Toronto Sar
report on March 9 and an edi-
torial on March 12, the Public
Health Agency of Canadahas
found that I nuit peoplearevic-
tims of an active tuberculosis
rate that is more than 290
times higher than that of Ca-
nadian-born non-Indigenous
people. Imagine, 290 times
higher!

Onceagain, the Prime Min-
ister has shown himself and
the government he leadsto be
much style and little sub-
stance.

There is no excuse for the
continuing rates of tubercul o-
sis because, as Jane Philpott,
former Indigenous services
minister, said, eliminating tu-

Indigenous
Guardians

M ost people in Canadamay
be familiar with the concept
of Indigenous peopl e as guard-
ians of the land. Not many
people, perhaps, know any
specifics.

How many are aware of the
National Indigenous Guard-
ians Network, which held its
second conference in Van-
couver in mid-March with 300
delegates from across the
country?

This relatively new and
growing movement sends
teams over Indigenous terri-

tories and waters to monitor
and respond to emergencies,
ensure laws arefollowed, and
collect data on the local ef-
fects of climate change.

Haida Nation pioneered the
idea decades ago, with the
B.C. First Nations' land-patrol
program. The model has how
spread to every corner of the
country.

The guardians combinetra-
ditional knowledge and mod-
ern science. With climate
change the defining issue of
our time, Indigenous guardians
see themselves the first line
of defence against the
destruction from climate
change. They are often first
on the scene at disasters.

Grassy Narrows
Problems Unresolved

The Grassy Narrows and
Whitedog First Nations con-
tinue to meet rebuffs and de-
lays asthey approach govern-
ments about the decades-old
problem of mercury pollution
intheir drinking water supply
and fishing waters.

Over thelast several years,
and particularly after the last
National Convention of the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians, whichwasheld
in October, 2016, the Ukrain-
ian Canadian Herald has
reported numerous times on
the illness caused by the pol-
lution, and the failure of gov-
ernments to remedy the situ-
ation.

The problems continue, and
so does governmental inac-
tion.

In its current version, the
government of Ontario is
dragging itsfeet about check-
ing whether barrels of mer-
cury and poisonous salt were

buried near the river which
flowsto Grassy Narrows First
Nation.

The province agreed to dig
in search of the barrels ayear
ago. Grassy Narrows Chief
Rudy Turtle saysthat Ontario
Environment Minister Rod
Phillips promised last October
to produce plans for digging
within two weeks. According
to an editorial in the Toronto
Sar on March 6, five months
later, no plans have been pro-
duced and no explanation has
been given.

The people of Grassy Nar-
rows are becoming impatient,
because they want to know
whether buried barrels of poi-
son are adding to the pollution.
To them it is a matter of life,
health, and death, as it has
been since 10 tonnes of mer-
cury were dumped into the
river system between 1962
and 1970 by the old Dryden

paper mill.

berculosis “is not rocket sci-
ence”.

It iswell known what fac-
tors are contributing to the
extremely high rate of infec-
tion, and how to eliminate the
disease.

Tuberculosis, which can be
fatal, isabacterial lunginfec-
tion which thrives under poor
living conditions. It can take
years to appear after infec-
tion, and, even with modern
treatment, full recovery may
take months.

The first problem is that,
understandably, many Inuit do
not trust the health-care sys-
tem, so they may not seek
help when they are ill. The
solution to that problem isto
make culturally appropriate
medical care and services
availablein Inuit communities.

Lack of housing makes it
easier for the airborne bacte-
riato spread. In Nunavut, itis
common for 20 peopleto share
a three-bedroom home. With
current funding, it will take 60
yearsto build the 3,000 public
housing units which are

needed.

The high cost of food, |ead-
ing to food insecurity, results
in lower resistance to infec-
tions. According to a Confer-
ence Board of Canada study
in 2018, two thirds of those
under the age of 18 were liv-
ing in households that could
not afford to buy healthful
foods.

The population of Nunavut
is currently under 40,000, so
the cost of providing more
healthful food at lower cost is
not prohibitive.

Another factor is high
smoking rates.

In 2018, in advance of
World Tuberculosis Day on
March 24, the government
undertook to eliminate TB in
Inuit communities by 2030 at
acost of $109 million over 10
years to battle the disease
with rapid diagnostic technol-
ogy and antibiotics. This is
pocket change in Canada’'s
budget: the plan must be fast-
tracked.

But then, even the apology
took two yearsto accomplish.
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A Lesson from
SNC-Lavelin

Many lessons are being
drawn from the SNC-Lavelin
affair. Here are some words
from Riley Yesno of the
Eabametoong First Nation.

“... an Indigenous woman
(Jody Wilson-Raybould - Ed.)
can bein one of the most pow-
erful and prestigious positions
in the country, and yet is still
not shielded from the violence
of Canada and the govern-
ment; that you can try to work
within the system, but you will
always face incredible resist-
ance if your work threatens
the interests of those more
powerful, who the system is
really built to serve.”

Also, “... you can always
speak freely and boldly, be-
cause your communities and
nations will rally behind
you....” “... Jody Wilson-
Raybould ... has empowered
thousands of people, including
Indigenous youth, with her in-
tegrity and commitment to
truth.

Indigenous Children

Tanya Talaga writes very
interesting articles about is-
sues affecting | ndigenous peo-
ple to the Toronto Sar. On
March 13, her topic was child
welfarelegislation.

The article started with a
startling statistic: from Mon-
day afternoon to Tuesday
morning, four babies were
apprehended from their Indig-
enous mothers by child wel-
fare authorities in Manitoba
and placed into state care. A
fifth apprehension was
stopped.

In the same issue of the
paper, therewasan article by
Steve Lambert and Kelly
Geraldine Malone of The Ca-
nadian Press, discussing the
release of her report by
Daphne Penrose, Manitoba's
Child and Youth Advocate, on
the life and death of Tina
Fontaine.

15-year-old Tina of the
Sagkeeng First Nation who
died in 2014, had repeatedly
reached out for help, but none
came. Her body was found in
the Red River.

Both articles presented
strongly the need to change
child welfare legislation to
save children’slives.

Tina was failed by child
welfare authorities, police,
educators, the health system
and others.

In response to Tina's death
Manitoba chiefs all pooled
their resources to create the
First Nations Family Advocate
position in June, 2015. There
was no government help.

Ms. Talaga points out that
the need for help to Indig-
enous children continues, but
Bill C-92, the long-awaited
child welfare legislation,
“squandersacrucial opportu-
nity to address the need”.

The problem with thebill is
that it fails to recognize that
First Nations, Métisand Inuit
must have full decision-mak-
ing power and control over
children’slives, freeof inter-
ference. The bill leaves over-
riding powers in the hands of
Canada and the provinces.

The NishnawbeAski Nation
of northern Ontario point out
that the bill does not clarify
which will take precedenceif
the government and the First
Nationsdisagreeonwhat isin
the best interest of First Na-
tionschildren.

Ms. Talaga writes, “We
know from painful history that
Ottawaisin no position to de-
termine the best interests of
Indigenous children.”

She adds, “Almost every
Indigenous family has been
touched by thelong arm of In-
dian agents, whether in the
day of residential schools, or,
later, by provincial child wel-
fare authorities who came on
the scene in the 1950s and in
whose hands the number of
Indigenous children in state
care skyrocketed.

“One system replaced the
other, but both served to di-
vide families, destroy sacred
bondsto communitiesand cul-
ture. Many of us meet our sis-
ters and brothers, our uncles
and aunties or our cousinsfor
the first time in coffee shops
or at family reunions. We
meet as intimate strangers
and we often spend alifetime
trying to rebuild all that we
missed.

“Some never get the
chance.”

First Nations often have no
ideawhere their children are,
in which foster homes or what
cities. They are just taken.

at Risk

Thislegislation doesnothing to
address that.

More statistics: “In Mani-
toba, between 2008 to 2016,
546 children who were in the
child welfare system died,
whether by suicide, homicide,
illness or accident.”

First Nations communities
with proper resources and
supports could save lives.

But “The new legislation
doesnot guarantee adequate,
sustainable, reliable and pre-
dictable funding.

“It doesn’t empower Indig-
enous communitiesto provide
the care needed.”

Ms. Talaga quotes Cora
Morgan, First Nations Family
Advocate at the Assembly of
Manitoba’'s Chiefs: “How
powerful would it be if we
changed the mandate from
protection of children to the
healing of families?’

This question has been
asked often, but has yet to get
a satisfactory answer.

The federal Indigenous
welfare bill, originally ex-
pected to be presented by the
end of January, has been de-
layed, reportedly because of
thethird Cabinet shufflein as
many months. The govern-
ment claims that, as a result
of “engagement with First
Nations, Inuit and Métis” it
recognizes that significant
changes have to be made to
thelegislation.

In Ontario, Indigenous peo-
ple are among the groups ex-
pressing concern about not
being consulted about a ma-
jor reorgani zation of the prov-
ince's health services, includ-
ing outsourcing of the ORNGE
air ambulance service which
is heavily used in northern
Ontario.
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The Concentration of
Media in Canada

Itisingrained in the notion
of Canada as a democratic
country that the mainstream
mediaisanimpartial commen-
tator of eventsand digsfor the
truth. That, however, is far
from the reality. The main-
stream media is owned by
various large corporate inter-
ests and over the decades the
ownership of the mainstream
media has been con-
centrated in smaller and
smaller circles of corporate
influence and power. Thiscon-
centration affects radio, tel-
evision and print media, the
prime means by which Cana-
dians get news and opinions
about events in Canada and
the world. In 1990, 17.3% of
daily newspapers were inde-
pendently owned; by 2017 that
number dropped to only 6%.

In a report from 2013 by
Paul Fontaine, published by
the Canadian Journalism
Project, the following was
noted:

“In terms of who has con-
trol over Canada’'s English-
language mediascape, the two
biggest companies, Bell and
Rogers, account for 43 per

cent of all revenues. Add in
Shaw and Telus, and these big
four account for 70 per cent
of the media landscape.

“The high level of concen-
tration is most striking in
Canada’s television owner-
ship. Bell and Shaw hold what
could be considered aduopoly
in the country’s television
market, followed by Rogers
and CBC and then a number
of small-scale broadcasters
including APTN, Blue Ant,
CHEK TV, Pelmorex and
Fairchild. Canadian media
regulators, including the Com-
petition Bureau and the Cana-
dian Radio-Television Tel-
ecommuni cations Commission
(CRTC), have not done much
to stem the tide of consolida-
tion...”

Noting the concentration of
media and its effects on the
quality of journalism, Marc
Edge in his book: The News
We Deserve: The Transfor-
mation of Canada’'s Media
Landscape writes of a jour-
nalism dominated by the agen-
das of an ever shrinking class
of owners: “A generation of
laissez—faire government at-

titudes towards media owner-
ship smoothed the way for the
stealthy transformation of
Canada’s mainstream press
from its old ideal as fearless
expositor of truth, as epito-
mized by Woodward and
Bernstein, to apartisan, activ-
ist pressthat openly advocates
certain outcomes.”

The concentration of media
is one thing. The fact that it
dominates the reporting of
news and opinionsis another.

While the internet has
somewhat democratized the
ability to get news and opin-
ions from other sources with-
out having to turn on the tel-
evision or radio, the domina-
tion by the big mediais still
pervasive and with it the abil-
ity to form opinion.

On this domination of mak-
ing opinion, Linda McQuaig
writes: “We must always re-
member that virtually all me-
diaoutlets are owned by rich,
powerful members of the elite.
To assume this fact has no
influence on the ideas they
present would be equivalent to
assuming that, should the en-
tire media be owned by, say,
labour unions, women’s
groups or social workers, this
would have no impact on the
editorial content.”

— Glenn Michalchuk

Manufacturing Consent:
Venezuela and the search for truth

The experience and lessons
of history can be short lived.
After the “weapons of mass
destruction” farce conjured up
in 2003 to justify the U.S. in-
vasion of Irag, we again see
an organized attempt to ma-
nipulate public opinion. This
time it concerns Venezuela.

Unlike 2003, when the
United States found itself iso-
lated from many traditional
allies of the Western alliance,
forcing it toform a*“coalition
of thewilling”, in 2019 it has
found strong support from
Canada and the European
Union for its objective of re-
gime change in Venezuela.
While, in 2003 the Canadian
media, and particularly the
CBC, played arolein report-
ing critically on U.S. objec-
tivesin Irag, in 2019 the me-
dia, and particularly the pub-
lic broadcaster, has displayed
anamost slavishrolein relay-
ing the narrative of the U.S.
andtheLimaGroup—anini-
tiative of the Canadian gov-
ernment to forge a2019 “ coa-
lition of the willing” as a
weapon against the Bolivarian
revolution in Venezuela.

The mainstream mediahave
played a significant role in
shaping opinion about Ven-
ezuela. One may ask why
Venezuel a has become such a
target. The answer iscomplex
and varied but one of the key
maotivations behind targeting
Venezuela for regime change

istheBolivarianrevolution. It
represents athreat to the neo-
liberal world order. Only Ven-
ezuela, Bolivia and Cuba
stand in the way of totally re-
versing the move of Latin
American to the right.

The Bolivarian revolution
has put peoplefirst at the ex-
pense of the interests of the
World Bank, the IMF and the
profits of the multinationals.
At stake in Venezuela is the
domination and control of that
country’svast oil and mineral
resources by the Western oli-
garchy.

Equally to be considered is
the political objective of the
United States, and it would
seem Canada, to ensure that
no aternative existsto neo-lib-
eralism.

Not surprisingly, then, the
Venezuelan target is being
expanded by the U.S. also to
include Cuba. The West
would like to replace the slo-
gan “Another World is Possi-
ble” with “Only Capitalismis
Possible’.

The method of the media

Using the same methods
employed in 2003, “experts”
and their “facts” are trotted
out to build the casefor inter-
vention and regime changein
Venezuela. We see a complex
situation deliberately reduced
to simple news stories that
are a distortion of the facts.
The stories are periodically
recast with different “ex-

perts’ and played through the
24-hour news cycle. Repeat
a lie often enough and it be-
comes the “truth”.

The arguments are three
fold: 1) a“democratic opposi-
tion” led by Juan Guaido rep-
resents the wishes and aspi-
rations of the Venezuelan peo-
ple against the “tyranny” of
Nicholas Maduro maintained
in power by military force; 2)
Venezuelaisacountry in eco-
nomic ruin because of the
“mismanagement” and “cor-
ruption” of the Maduro gov-
ernment; 3) Venezuela's eco-
nomic crisishasled to a “hu-
manitarian” crisis which can
only be ended by the “demo-
cratic” West imposing eco-
nomic sanctions to intensify
the crisis to the point where
Maduro isforced from power.

This is the “truth” that the
mainstream media has been
promoting. It has been the
narrative for many years. In
March, 2014, Venezuela
Analysis, awell known online
publication that hasdevoted its
reporting to exposing the
disinformation and misinfor-
mation campaigns about Ven-
ezuela, reported thisabout the
lies of the Canadian media:

“Theinternational presshas
even used outright lies and
manipulation to create a dis-
torted account of the violence
in Venezuela. In one of the
most egregious examples,

(Continued on Pager 11.)
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Trudeau

Many Canadians are famil-
iar with the Monroe Doctrine.
Firstissuedin 1823, it warned
European powers against re-
newed colonization of the
Western Hemisphere. Pre-
sented as anti-imperialist, the
Monroe Doctrine was later
used to justify U.S. interfer-
encein regional affairs.

We may be seeing the de-
velopment of a Canadian
equivalent. The “Trudeau
Doctrine” claimsto support a
“rules-based order”, the “con-
stitution” and regional diplo-
macy independent of the he-
gemon. But history islikely to
judge “Trudeau Doctrine”
rhetoric as little more than a
mask for aggressive interfer-
encein the affairs of a sover-
eign nation.

For two years Canada’s
Prime Minister has been con-
spiring with Juan Guaido’s
hardline Voluntad Popular
party to oust NicolasMaduro’s
government. In May, 2017,
Trudeau met Lilian Tintori,
wife of Voluntad Popular
leader Leopoldo Lopez. The
Guardian recently reported
onTintori’srolein building in-
ternational support for the
slow-maotion coup attempt cur-
rently under way in Ven-
ezuela.

Ms. Tintori acted as an em-
issary for Leopoldo Lopez,
who couldn’t travel to Ottawa
because he was convicted of
inciting violence during the
guarimbas protests in 2014.
According to a series of re-
ports, Mr. Lopez is the key
Venezuelan organizer of the
plan to anoint Juan Guaidé in-
terim president.

Canadian diplomats spent
“months,” reports Canadian
Press, coordinating the plan
with the hard-line opposition.
Inastory titled “ Anti-Maduro
coalition grew from secret
talks”, the Associated Press
reported on Canada’'s “key
role” in building international
diplomatic support for claim-
ing the head of the national
assembly was president.

Thisincluded Foreign Min-
ister Chrystia Freeland speak-
ing to Guaido “the night be-
fore President Maduro’s
swearing-in ceremony to of-
fer her government’s support
should he confront the social-
ist leader.”

Just beforetherecent Lima
Group meeting in Ottawa,
Justin Trudeau spoke with Mr.
Guaidé and at the meeting of
countries opposed to Ven-
ezuela’'s president he an-
nounced that Canada offi-
cially recognized Mr. Guaido’'s
representative to Canada,
Orlando VieraBlanco, asam-
bassador.

The Prime Minister has

Doctrine

called the leaders of France,
Spain, Paraguay, Ireland, Co-
lombiaand Italy aswell asthe
International Monetary Fund
and European Union to con-
vince them to join Canada's
campaign against Venezuela.

“Theinternational commu-
nity must immediately unite
behind theinterim president,”
Trudeau declared at the open-
ing of the Lima Group meet-
ing in Ottawa.

At the UN General Assem-
bly in September, Canada an-
nounced it (with five South
American nations) would ask
the International Criminal
Court to investigate the Ven-
ezuelan government, whichis
the first time a government
has been formally brought be-
fore the tribunal by another
member.

Trudeau portrayed this
move as a challenge to the
Trump administration’s hostil-
ity to the court and described
the ICC as a “useful and im-
portant way of promoting an
international rules-based or-
der.” In other words, Justin
Trudeau would challenge
Washington by showing Presi-
dent Trump how the “interna-
tional rules-based” 1CC could
undermine a government the
U.S. was seeking to over-
throw through unilateral sanc-
tions, support for the opposi-
tion and threatening an inva-
sion, which all contravenethe
UN Charter.

While Mr. Trudeau claims
to support an “international
rules-based order”, his gov-
ernment has adopted three
rounds of illegal sanctions
against Venezuela. They've
also openly interfered in the
country’s affairs, which vio-
lates the UN and OAS char-
ters.

Fundamentals of the
Trudeau Doctrine

The “Trudeau Doctrine”
emphasizes its interpretation
of Venezuela's constitution.
On a whole series of plat-
forms the Prime Minister has
cited “the need to respect the
Venezuelan Constitution’,
even responding to someone
who yelled “hands off Ven-
ezuela’ at atown hall by lec-
turing the audience on article
233 of the Venezuelan consti-
tution, which he claims makes
the head of the national as-
sembly president. It doesn'’t.

More fundamental to the
“Trudeau Doctrine” isthe mi-
rage of aregional coalitionin-
dependent of the regional he-
gemon. Ottawa founded the
anti-Maduro LimaGroup coa-
lition with Peru. Amidst dis-
cussions between the two
countriesforeign ministersin
spring, 2017, Mr. Trudeau
called his Peruvian counter-

(Continued on Page 8,)
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Oh, Canadal

An Editorial by Wilfred Szczesny

Once upon atime Canada was respected as an honest
broker in foreign affairs. In recognition of this country’s
adherence to international norms and generally accepted
practices, Canada was invited to participate in interna-
tional councils, and could fairly regularly find aplacein
United Nations committees and other fora. Our services
were sought for UN peacekeeping missions and other
duties where neutrality and objectivity were valued.

Those were the days when our leaders staunchly de-
fended our sovereignty against efforts by foreign pow-
ers, especially the United States, to impose their lawson
us, when extraterritoriality was rejected, such as pres-
sure to cease trading with Cuba or not to engage with
China.

Of course, even at the best of times, Canada bent
somewhat to the demands of its allies, such as pressure
to join NATO, but at other times Prime Ministers chose
political defeat through the regime change of the day,
rather than bending to unacceptable demands.

In those days, Canada was repeatedly said to be
“punching above its weight” because it wielded some
influence as a so-called middle power.

Those days, such as they were, are gone.

Though the erosion has happened over some years,
the government of Canada, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Chrystia Freeland, has lost any trace of its aura of hon-
est broker.

Today, this country lines up with the most reactionary
regimesfor the most disreputabl e purposes. Furthermore,
it does so merely to benefit the country’s rapacious cor-
porations.

In North Africa, Canada has happily cooperated in
regime change

In Latin America, Canadawas an enthusiastic founder
of the Lima Group, whoseimmediate aimisto overthrow
the government of Venezuela for that country’s oil re-
serves and other natural resources. The longer-term end
is to secure the continent for the private corporations.

In Europe, Canada appears to be embarking on a simi-
lar path, joining ten other anti-Russian countries, seven
of them former republics of the Soviet Union, in a cru-
sade against the Russian Federation. This is a project
which appears to be taking Canada down the path to
war with Russia, already treated as an enemy state.
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Obfuscation on
SNC-Lavelin

“Can’t see the forest for
thetrees’ certainly appliesto
most of the discussion about
the SNC-Lavelin situation. In
his press conference in Ot-
tawaon March 7, Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau deliber-
ately added to the confusion
for the political purpose of
deflecting attention from the
key issues.

Among the key elements
that should be remembered
are that Jody Wilson-
Raybould, as Attorney Gen-
eral, together with her staff,
decided to pursue criminal
prosecution of the corpora-
tion. When the law allowing
remedi ation agreements came
into effect (a law credited to
Jody Wilson-Raybould asMin-
ister of Justice), the office of
the Attorney-General decided
to continue with the criminal
prosecution.

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, aswell as other officials
and SNC-Lavelin itself,
lobbied week after week,
stretching into months,
against this decision. By the
Prime Minister’s own com-
ments on March 7, that lob-
bying was based not on legal
issues but on the govern-
ment’s proper (so he said)
concern about jobs and rep-
resenting his constituents —
political issues.

The Attorney-General tol-
erated the lobbying: she felt
that it was inappropriate, but
not illegal. She even recog-
nized the Prime Minister’s
right to shuffle his Cabi-
net, and accepted being
moved to Veterans' Affairs.
Only when The Globe and
Mail raised the issue of pos-
sible impropriety, and Mr.
Trudeau cited her continued
service in Cabinet as proof
that there was no impropriety,
did she resign from Cabinet.

After all that has been said
and done, including by Mr.
Trudeau on March 7, can any-
one honestly doubt that the
Prime Minister, through his

emissaries, was attempting to
influencethelegal processfor
political reasons? Can anyone
honestly doubt that Ms.
Wilson-Raybould was moved
out of her position as Minister
of Justice and Attorney-Gen-
eral because she refused to
bend to the political argu-
ments? Can anyone doubt that
the current government of
Canada sees the rule of law
as subservient to political ex-
pediency?

Can anyonefail to see simi-
larity between the behaviour
of the government in this case
and its stances in other in-
stances, both foreign and do-
mestic? The compelling con-
clusionisthat, for thisgovern-
ment, political considerations
tend to trump rule of law.

Let usexamine afew of the
obfuscating trees raised by
Prime Minister Trudeau on
March 7.

Among Mr. Trudeau’svery
first comments was the asser-
tion that Canadians expect
their government to fight for
their jobs. That may be at | east
partly true, as it may also be
partly true that some Canadi-
answould abandon all lawsto
create jobs.

So, how many jobs are at
risk? The CBC has studied
that question and concluded
that the 9,000 figure being
tossed around is the worst
case scenario. For many rea-
sons, the actual number of jobs
at risk is far smaller. The
Prime Minister told us, essen-
tialy, that the government just
took the company’s word.

If the government is so con-
cerned about jobs, what is it
doing about the auto plant clo-
surein Oshawa? Thisgovern-
ment supports corporationsto
keep jobs, and just as readily
supports corporations when
they shut down jobs.

On March 7, Prime Minis-
ter Trudeau told us that the
problem was afailure of com-
munications, that Ms. Wilson-
Raybould should have goneto
him, and that he should have
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gone to her instead of send-
ing messengers. However, the
only difference that might
have madeisto have resulted
in the earlier replacement of
Attorney-General Jody
Wilson-Raybould.

The open-door, supportive-
atmosphere assertion was
challenged by another Liberal
Member of Parliament, Celina
Caesar-Chavannes, who told
the Globe and Mail in an in-
terview that Prime Minister
Trudeau was angry, and
raised hisvoice, when shetold
him on February 12 that she
did not intend to run for re-
election in the October federal
election. She also referred to
at least one other unpleasant
interaction with the Prime
Minister.

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice played down the alleged
anger and hostility.

Another diversionary sally
by the Prime Minister on
March 7 was his belief that
the Attorney-General was
open to repeated representa-
tions because the application
of a deferred prosecution
agreement is available in a
criminal case until asentence
isimposed.

Canadians should remem-
ber that the delayed prosecu-
tion agreement, also known as
aremediation agreement, was
not available in Canada until
very recently. In fact, SNC-
Lavelin strongly lobbied for
this new legislation while it
was under investigation and
expecting to face criminal
charges.

While the law may allow
application of a remediation
agreement until sentencing, at
some point constant repetition
of the same argument, and a
political one at that, changes
from legitimate second opin-
ion into improper harassment.

In a rare occurrence, the
Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) chimed in with
its concerns. An international
economic organization that
oversees global anti-bribery
efforts, the OECD says it is
concerned by allegations that
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and senior officials tried to
interfere in the criminal case
against SNC-Lavalin, point-
edly warning Canada about its

(Continued on Page 8.)
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1919-2019 Centennary

WGS Commemorative Events

Sunday, April 14. City on
Strike - A Novel. Book
Launch. Harriet Zaidman.
McNally Robinson Book-
sellers 1120 Grant Avenue.
2:00 p.m. Free event.

City on Srikeis set during
the Winnipeg General Strike
of 1919, when workers and
soldiersreturning from World
War | demanded jobs, decent
wages and the right to organ-
ize. Many politicians and
business leaders condemned
strike organizers and, backed
up by poalice, unleashed deadly
violence on a day that has

come to be known as Bloody
Saturday.

City on Srike focuses on
a 13 year old boy and his
younger sister who are part of
apoor, but hard-working, im-
migrant family.

* * *

Thursday, April 25, Re—
dedication of the Ukrainian
Labour Temple, 591
Pritchard Avenue in Winni-
peg. 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Free event.

On February 14, 1919, just
months before the tumultuous
events of the Winnipeg Gen-

The Winnipeg General Strike —

Not Forgotten

This month the Ukrainian Canadian Herald will shift
its special coverage of the Winnipeg General Strike from
the past to the present.

There has been a long-held opinion among progres-
sive-minded peopl e in Winnipeg that one outcome of the
strike was the determination of the authoritiesto wipe all
memory of the strike from the collective consciousness.
Victoria Park, meeting place of the strikers, was bull-
dozed inthe yearsfollowing, and every effort since then
to reclaim some of its remnants has been defeated. The
old city hall, trades hall and market square fell to urban
renewal and gentrification. The two strikers killed on
Bloody Saturday lay forgotten in unmarked graves.

It largely fell to historians and academics to keep the
story alive, and they did a remarkable job. Their work
inspired others to take up the cause of remembering the
strike. Strike tours began, amusical waswritten, adocu-
mentary produced — the genie was out of the bottle and
would not go back in. The graves of the slain strikers
wererediscovered and properly marked, thanksto Danny
Schur, who found the grave of Mike Sokolowski, and
Derek and Bev Black and Mitch Podolak who found the
grave of Steve Schezerbanovich.

Onits100th Anniversary, the strikeis anything but dead
in people’sminds. It isbeing marked with events, plays,
books, and the musical Srike! and its offshoot asamovie,
to name just afew of the things happening.

The strike began on May 15 and ended on June 26. In
terms of eventslinked to commemorating the WGS, April,
May and June are busy months in Winnipeg.

As a service to our readers, we are publishing a cal-
endar of events compiled by MayWorks Festival of La-
bour and the Arts and the Manitoba Federation of La-
bour. The events are organized by unions, educational
institutions, organizations, artists, writers and others.

It is noteworthy that the Ukrainian Labour Temple
serves as the location for some of the events, based on
its historical connection to the strike and its continuing
roleasafocal point for progressive politicsin Winnipeg.

One of the highlights promises to be the Winnipeg
General Strike Centenary Conference at the University
of Winnipeg from May 8 to 11.

Two events on the calendar are not directly connected
to the celebration of the centenary of the Strike, but they
have close relationship. One is the April 25 re-dedica-
tion of the Ukrainian Labour Temple, which opened
on February 14, 1919, just months before the Strike. The
Labour Temple played an important role in organizing
Ukrainian Canadian workers, artists and political activ-
ists around the strike. The other is the April 26 event to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Social Planning
Council of Winnipeg, which traces its activism back to
the social conditions which precipitated the strike.

Also of noteisthat there are five book launcheslisted.
Two are works of fiction directed at young people: Pa-
pergirl by Melinda McCracken with Penelope Jackson,
and City on Strike - A Novel by Harriet Zaidman, a
UJPO member. Others are: Magnificent Fight: The Win-
nipeg General Srike, a new historical work by AUUC
member Dennis Lewycky; If 30,000 Srikers Marched
Today! abook of poetry by Ron Romanowski; and 19109:
A Graphic History of the Winnipeg General Srike, a
graphic novel.

eral Strike, the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple opened its doors
to the community for the first
time. Built by newly arrived
Ukrainian immigrants, it was
the centre of their political,
social, educational and cultural
life. Tothisday it remainsthe
hub of a vibrant Canadian-
Ukrainian community which
includes many descendants of
those who built the Labour
Temple.

We invite you to join us
April 25 to celebrate the cen-
tenary of the Labour Temple
with arededication ceremony.

Seating limited, to attend
RSVP to 204-467-5043 or to
auucwinnipeg@gmail.com

* * *

Friday, April 26. National
Day of Mourning — Mourn
the Dead, Fight for the Liv-
ing, Union Centre, Second
Floor Auditorium, 275 Broad-
way Avenue. 11:00 a.m. to
11:45 a.m. Light refresh-
ments 10:30 a.m. Free
event.

Please join the Manitoba
Federation of Labour in
marking the National Day of
Mourning with aspecial Can-
dle Light Memorial Serv-
ice to remember and honour
workers killed or injured on
thejob. To befollowed by the
Safe Workers of Tomorrow
L eader sWalk, starting at the
Union Centre at 11:45 a.m.

* * *

Friday, April 26, Sorry
Not Sorry: Unapologeticly
Working for Social Justice,
Seven Oaks Perform-
ing Arts Centre, 711
Jefferson Avenue, 6:00 p.m.
Doors open 7:00 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. Event Tickets: $35
or $60 with partial tax re-
ceipt for the added donation.

*A limited supply of low-
income tickets at $15 are
available.

For tickets: https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/sorry-not-
sorry-unapologetically-
wor king-for-social-justice-
tickets-55786730613 or
SPCW at 204-943-2561
ext: 1229 or info@spcw.mb
.ca

The Social Planning
Council of Winnipeg is
pleased to celebrate 100
years by partnering with
the Canadian Muslim
Women’s Institute in a dis-
cussion about working to-
gether to create a truly
just society. Please join an
amazing panel of activists,
Linda Sarsour, Nora
Loreto, and Tasha Spillett,
to hear about their successes
and perspectives on making
the changesthat challengethe
status quo and addresses
bias.

For more information:
SPCW at 204-943-2561

* * *

Wednesday, May 1, Cel-
ebrate International Work-
ing Class Day. City Hall,
510 Main Street. 5:30 p.m.

l |

Assemble, 5:40 p.m.
Greetings to the March,
6:00 p.m. March begins.
Joinintheannual May Day
March organized by Winni-
peg Labour Council. The
march route will be south on
Main to Broadway to Smithto
Portage Notre Dameto Albert
to Old Market Square. Rec-
ognition will be given to the
two strikers who fell during
the Winnipeg General Strike
at Bannatyne and Main on
Bloody Saturday, June 1919.
* * *

Thursday, May 2, 20x20
on 1919: 10 Tributesto the
Strike that Changed His-
tory. Millennium Centre,
389 Main Street. 6:30 p.m.
Doorsopen. 7:00 p.m. Show

Admission is pay-what-
you-can; suggested donation
is$10.

The 1919 General Strike
united citizens, shut down a
city and revolutionized work-
ers’ rights across a nation.
Hear artists, writersand film-
makers present tributesto the
event that changed Canadian
history forever — Pecha
Kucha style!

Pecha Kucha is a presen-
tation format where 20 images
are shown, each for 20 sec-
onds, while presenters talk
along to the images.

Presented by The Winni-
peg Foundation, Manitoba
Federation of Labour and
Pecha Kucha Night Winni-

peg.
* * *

Saturday, May 4, Mando-
lin Orchestra in Concert,
Ukrainian Labour Temple,
591 Pritchard Avenue.7:30
p.m. Doors open. 8:00 p.m.
Concert. Tickets: $20
available at the door

The WINNIPEG MAN-
DOLIN ORCHESTRA in
concert, playing traditional and
contemporary music with
guest artist The Bart House
Band. for info: barthouse.ca

* * *

Sunday, May 5, Papergirl
- Book Launch. Melinda
McCracken with Penelope
Jackson. McNally Robinson
Booksellers, 1120 Grant
Avenue. 3:00 p.m. Free
event.

When workers across 1919
Winnipeg go on strike to-
gether, 10-year-old Cassie is
desperate to be part of the
action, so she volunteers to
sell the strike bulletin. From
her corner at Portage and
Main, she watches the strike
take shape—watches the
strikers get hungrier and the
clashes get uglier. Soon a
peaceful demonstration turns
into aviolent assault, and the
idealistic papergirl issuddenly
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Winnipey
General
Strike

in very real danger. Will she
survive Bloody Saturday?
* * *

Thursday, May 9 — Fri-
day, May 17. Bolshie Bash.
Rachel Brown Theatre, 211
Bannatyne Avenue. 7:30
p.m. all performances ex-
cept May 12. 2:00 p.m.
May 12 (Mothers Day). Tick-
ets: $15 (except for: pay-
what-you-can on May 14).

Tickets at the door or res-
ervations by email: bharrar-
@yahoo.com or by phone
204-963-6990

The Collective Agree-
ment, an independent theatre
group, is restaging, with up-
dates, Bill Harrar’s 1985
Bolshie Bash. This comedy
was reviewed by the Winni-
peg Free press as “a distin-
guished and exciting piece of
theatre” and “the least clichéd
and most effective play yet
written about the 1919
strike.”

In Bolshie Bash a now de-
servedly forgotten factory
owner (the wholly fictitious
Cecil McDowner) single-
handedly exacerbates then
foils the Great Sympathetic
Strike of 1919.

The 80-minute play was
written to both inform and
delight audiences while af-
firming the enduring influence
of 1919 on labour solidarity.

In the comfortable Rachel
Browne Theatre the role of
Cecil McDowner is per-
formed by a single actor in-
teracting with a backdrop of
contemporaneous photo-
graphs—more than 100 flash
by—abtained mostly from the
ManitobaProvincial Archives.

For further information
contact 204-963-6990.

* * *

Wednesday, M ay 8 — Sat-
urday, May 11. 1919
WINNIPEG GENERAL
STRIKE CENTENARY
CONFERENCE | BUILD-
ING A BETTER WORLD:
1919-2019. University of
Winnipeg (and other off-site
evening locations, including
the Ukrainian Labour Temple
and West End Cultural Cen-
tre)

Marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the Winnipeg General
Strike, the 1919 Winnipeg
General Strike Centenary
Conference (WGSCC) seeks
to commemorate and explore
1919's eventsin both histori-
cal and contemporary con-
texts — this, by way of a 4-
day gathering in Winnipeg
comprised of over 200 activ-
ists, organizers, scholars,
trade unionists and social jus-
tice and labour rights advo-
cates from across Canada and

(Continued on Page 10.)
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Book Launch at AUUC
Vancouver Branch

On Sunday, March 10,
AUUC Vancouver Branch
hosted a book launch for
Perogies and Politics:
Canada’s Ukrainian Left,

— Story photos: Dan Fung

Author Rhonda Hinther,
Associate Professor of His-
tory, introduced her book.

1891-1991, written by
Rhonda Hinther, Associate
Professor of history at
Brandon University.

Sheisalso aco-editor, with
Jim Mochoruk, of Re-imaging
Ukrainian-Canadians: His-
tory, Politics, and Identity.
Dr. Hinther is presently co-ed-
iting, also with Dr. Mochoruk,
a collection on the history of
internment in Canada.

In her book Perogies and
Politics Dr. Hinther explores
the twentieth century history
of the Ukrainian left in
Canadafrom the standpoint of
the women, men and children
who formed and fostered it.

For twentieth century left-
ist Ukrainian Canadians, cul-
ture and politicswere inextri-
cably linked. In Dr. Hinther’s

e /

Some of the people attending th‘e Perogi

1'”‘. AR

with their own newly purchased copy.

view, the interaction of Cana-
dian Ukrainian sociocultural
identity with Marxism-Lenin-
ism resulted in one of the most
dynamic national working
class movements Canada has
ever known. The Ukrainian
left’ssuccesslay initsability
to meet the needs of, and
speak in meaningful, respect-
ful and empowering ways to,
its supporters’ experiences

and interests, as individuals
and as members of a distinct
immigrant working class com-
munity.

Dr. Hinther started the af-
ternoon with an address about
her book and how she came
to write it. The audience was
very involved during the ques-
tion and answer period. Not
only were specific questions
fielded that Dr. Hinther an-

es and Politics book launch. Many left the event
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swered, but some participants
offered comments on their
own personal experiences

during that timein history.
The remainder of the after-
noon was spent enjoying the
refreshments and socializing.
Many of the audience went
home with a book under their
arm, some having asked how
to get acopy of her first book.
— Dianne Kleparchuk

Taras H. Shevchenko
Museum

(Continued from Page 1.)
elected: President — Wilfred
Szczesny; Vice-President —
Andrew Gregorovich; Re-
cording Secretary —
Bernardine Dobrowolsky;
Vice-Recording Secretary —
Debra Skrabek.

With the formalities com-
pleted, the meeting got down
to business with the reading of
the Minutes of the 22nd AGM
by Ms. Dobrowolsky, who had
recorded them.

The first REC report was
delivered by Museum Presi-
dent Wilfred Szczesny. The
bulk of this report was de-
voted to areview of the proc-
ess |eading to the decision to
relocate the Museum and to
thetaskswhich will follow the
completion of the renovation
of the AUUC Cultural Centre
in Toronto.

Thereport briefly discussed
the three resol utions being ad-
vanced by the REC to address
specific challenges facing the
Foundation, thanked the mem-
bers of the REC and the
Board of Directors, aswell as
individual s accepting nomina-

Bernardine Dobrowolsky
was re-elected as Recording
Secretary.

tion to these bodies, and pro-
jected adate—March 7, 2020
— for the 24th AGM.

The report of the Museum
Director gave a detailed ac-
count of an event dear to
LyudmylaPogoryelova s heart
— the major exhibition of do-
nated art from Ukraine. This
event was foreshadowed by
decisions made at the 22nd
AGM, but its roots of the
reach back to 2013. The
drama of the project, from
first thoughts to the remain-
ing echoes, was vividly re-
flected in Ms. Pogoryelova's
enthusiastic account.

As usual, the Museum Di-
rector’s report was full of in-
formation about the year since
the previousAGM. It included
information about three other
exhibitions staged by the Mu-
seum, about major donations
of artifacts and art, and about
other Museum activities.
Then the report presented an
impressivelist of future activi-
ties, among them the creation
of an archive, staging a new
exhibition, sharing Picture—
sque Ukraine, and (of
course) moving into the new
location at 1604 Bloor Street
West in Toronto.

The report ended with
thankstoalonglist of individu-
als, the REC and volunteers
in the first place, and the
“members, contributors, sup-
porters, and friends, and to
everyone who helped expand
our collections and assisted us
financially”.

Chris McCormack, sup-
ported by Bill Bezanson, did a
PowerPoint presentation
which graphically depicted the
gutting of the AUUC Cutural
Centre, leaving the walls and
the beams. The beginning of
the process of renovation, a

Andrew Gregorovich was
re-elected as Vice-President.

process expected to be com-
pleted by June 4, was also
shown.

A lively question and an-
swer session followed, leav-
ing participants reassured that
the resulting building will be
suitable to house ahigh-qual -
ity museum, with flexible cli-
mate control to adjust to vary-
ing conditions and circum-
stances and security appropri-
atetothetreasuresit will con-
tain.

This presentation was fol-
lowed by a health break, dur-
ing which Mssrs. McCormack
and Bezanson were the cen-
tre of much attention by par-
ticipants posing additional
guestions and making various
observations.

Immediately following the
break, the AGM received a
brief report from the Lands
Development Committee,
Treasurer Nancy Stewart, and
the Audit Committee, pre-
sented by Jerry Dobrowol sky.

Each of the reports was
received as it was presented.

The AGM then considered
resolutions proposed by the
Resident Executive Commit-
tee.

The first was a Resolution
on Governance, which di-
rected that a new governance
structure be created. The cur-
rent governance structure,
created in 2001, is becoming
problematic because of

changing circumstance. The
resolution was adopted unani-
mously.

The second was a Resolu-
tion on Friends of the Mu-
seum, which directed the REC
to explore the possibility of
establishing an organization
with the power to issue re-
ceiptsfor tax credit. The reso-
lution was adopted unani-
mously following an amend-
ment to clarify that what is
being sought is a charitable
organization.

The final motion was a
Resolution on Professional
Development for Volunteers
and REC Members. Also
passed unanimously, thisreso-
lution essentially directed the
REC to explore ways to ex-
pand professional develop-
ment, an activity which, asthe
Museum Director’s Report
indicated, isalready part of the
Museum’s program.

One of the final acts of
each Annual General Meeting
isthe election of the Board of
Directors, the Resident Ex-
ecutive Committee and the
Audit Committee.

Before the start of elec-
tions, a motion was passed to
allot a seat on the Board to
AUUC Toronto Branch, other
than members of the REC.
The effect of thisdecision was

Nancy Stewart was re-
elected as Treasurer.

to create an extraplace on the
REC.

Nominated and elected to
the Board of Directors of the
Taras H, Shevchenko Mu-
seum and Memorial Park
Foundation were: Larry
Kleparchuk — Vancouver;
Janice Beck — Richmond;
Debra Skrabek — Calgary;
Bob Ivanochko —Regina; Lily
Stearns — Winnipeg; and
Clara Babiy — Welland.

As no nominations were
received from Edmonton, Ot-
tawa and Toronto, the REC
was directed to seek nomi-
nees.

(Since the AGM, Connie
Prince has accepted nomina-
tion to the Board of Direc-
tors.)

Elected to the REC were:
Museum Director — Lyudmyla
Pogoryelova; President —
Wilfred Szczesny; Vice-
President — Andrew
Gregorovich; Treasurer —
Nancy Stewart; Recording
Secretary — Bernardine
Dobrowolsky; Vice-Record-
ing Secretary — Victoria
Kravchyna; member —
George Borusiewich.

The REC is to seek an
eighth member.

Elected to the Audit
Committee were: Jerry
Dobrowolsky, Mark Stewart
and Vera Borusiewich.

The results of the elections
are subject to ratification by
the National Committee of the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians at its next meet-
ing.

Thelast business conducted
by the AGM was to consider
the next Annual General
Meeting.

The decision was*“ That the
24th Annual General Meeting
of the Taras H. Shevchenko
Museum and Memorial Park
Foundation be avirtual meet-
ing on March 7, 2020.”

Adjournment was followed
by refreshments.

— Carl Honor
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Another Family Night
Success in Calgary

Forty-three cakes — |
counted twice!

Thelittle ones were getting
closer and closer to the fabu-
lous display of cakes appear-
ing on the stage. Did | notice
any cakes that were missing
a bit of icing or sprinkles?
HMMM! It was March 2, and
soon going to be another wild
Family Night at the Ukrainian
Cultural Centre, the Calgary
AUUC hall.

Trista Bailey, our fabulous
Dance School Instructor had
organized another extrava-
ganza. For the price of admis-
sion, Kkids, parents, and guests
were first treated to a mini-
concert of new and well re-
hearsed dances.

It isamazing how much the
kids had changed, even from
Christmas. In their bright cos-
tumes and smiling faces, their

enthusiasm was easily ob-
served.

The Calgary Hopak Or-
chestra, under the direction of
Violetta Dimitrova, provided
the music for each dance
group and even added a few
numbers of their own.

Whilethe children changed
into their party clothes, Mal
Smandych and her very capa-
ble kitchen crew offered up a
lovely ham and perogy supper.
Delicious!

Family Night really starts
after supper, when the Cake
Walk pathway is created
around the hall. Thank you to
our Dance School instructors:
Liza Makarova, Natashia
Jeanson, Jenna Dudar,
I sabelle Barrett, and your par-
ent volunteersfor taping down
the pathway so quickly.

DJKenny Yong started and

Done dancing? Time to start singing!

stopped the music and Duff
boldly called out the winning
numbers.

It is always a surprise to
see which cake is selected
first. Will it be Barbie or Fan-
tastic Mr. Fox? Perhaps the
Rainbow or the Unicorn cake
will gofirst. The best thing is
that every child will get acake
tonight!

Thank you Duff Bailey for
the fun you have being the
MC for the night.

Once all the cakes were
won, the dancing fun began.
In duets, trios, or solos, eve-
ryone had fun boogy-ing to the
music.

Of course, the Kolomeyka
brought everyoneto the dance
floor. We saw someincredible
dance moves, from both
young and old!

Thank youto all our parents
who help make this annual
event so much fun. We are
so grateful for your apprecia-
tion of Ukrainian culture, and
your desireto seeit continue.
Thank you for bringing your
little ones to weekly lessons,
and supporting the activities at
the Hall.

uUntil next year....

— Darlene Hrynchyshyn

Some of the akes were
very elaborate.

On Saturday, April 13, the AUUC in

Winnipeg will be holding pysanky work-
shops at the Ukrainian Labour Temple. |
am excited to be hosting these workshops!
My first “crack” at making pysanky was
in Junior High. | wasin grade 7 and my
Ukrainian teacher wanted us to learn not
only the language but also other aspects of
our heritage (Thanks, Mrs. K!!!1). | do not
remember what my first pysanka looked
like but | am sureit was not a masterpiece.
When | was older, | taught my mother
how to make pysanky and she really en-
joyed it. Before Easter our basement be-
came abusy little workshop as we taught
our friends and neighbours. We put to-
gether a display and gave live demonstra-
tionsduring Folkloramaat the Lviv Pavillion
held in the Ukrainian Labour Temple.
Around Easter, the children of the AUUC
School of Dance would have a workshop
so that they could continue thislovely tra-
dition. | have passed on the tradition to
my two children and | hope this workshop
will encourage peopl e to continue enjoying

thislovely art form.
— By Kim Boss

PYSANKA
WORKSHOP!

Pysanka Workshop

UKRAINIAN LABOUR TEMPLE

SATURDAY APRIL 13TH, 2019

10:00 - 12:00 Children's Workshop $10.00
(parents must stay with children)
1:00 - 4:00 Adult Workshop $10.00
Supplies included for both workshops
591 Pritchard Avenue | Ukrainian Labour Temple
RSVP to Kim @ 204 293 7105 (after 5:00)
maximum 20 participants per workshop
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The Chervony Venochek dance group performed a
Bukovynian dance.

It's important to preview the available cakes, to know
which one to pick.
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To all those who share our
sense of urgency about the
worsening international situa-
tion, and the grave danger that
war posesfor theworld today,
we issue this Appeal for a
united and powerful response.

At this critical moment,
ending militarism, aggression
and war, averting climate ca-
tastrophe, and tackling pov-
erty, social disparity and re-
lated global problems should
be humanity’s top priorities.
Instead, political elites, espe-
cialy in the countries of the
NATO alliance, including
Canada, are pushing theworld
in the opposite direction.

We are witnessing the
emergence of a ‘new cold
war’ and the deliberate culti-
vation of Russophobia and
Sino-phobia, along with other
forms of fear-mongering and
demonization. In North
America, rearmament, bully-
ing tactics and glorification of
militarism seem the order of
the day. While US President
Donald Trump has been par-
ticularly shrill in his attacks
against peace, his Democratic
Party rivalsfrequently attempt
to outflank him with their
hawkish rhetoric. The princi-
ples of international law —re-
spect for the full equality and
sovereignty of all countries,
non-interference, and the
resol ution of disputesthrough
peaceful negotiation, not
threats and aggression — are
being increasingly violated.
Important agreements such as
the Iran nuclear deal

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

An Urgent Appeal for Unity against
the Growing Danger of War

(JCPOA) and the Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forces/
INF treaty are being unilater-
ally cancelled.

The arms race is acceler-
ating, and weapons systems
relentlessly “modernized”.
Globally, military spendingis
now over a trillion dollars a
year, with the expanding US
military budget leading the
way. Foreign military bases
are spreading like a meta-
stasizing cancer, and the
world' s armed forces are now
thelargest single global source
of carbon emissionsfrom fos-
sil fuel consumption.

As regional and interna-
tional flashpoints sharpen, the
danger of global war —involv-
ing the main nuclear powers
— looms ever larger. The
NATO encirclement of the
Russian Federation istighten-
ing, and economic and military
pressures, as well as propa-
gandaattacks against the Peo-
ple's Republic of China, are
growing. Backed by Washing-
ton, Israel’s rulers are esca-
lating their repressive, apart-
heid policies against the Pal-
estinian people in besieged
Gaza and the Occupied West
Bank. Imperialist “regime
change” campaigns are tar-
geting Venezuela, Nicaragua
and other countries around the
world. The US occupation of
Afghanistan is now entering
its 18th year, with no end in

sight. Canada’'sarmssalesare
hel ping the Saudi regime con-
duct aviciouswar against the
people of Yemen. Even the
hopeful signs of progress on
the Korean peninsulatowards
a peaceful resolution of that
longstanding conflict are be-
ing undermined by hawkish
forcesinsidethe U.S. Admin-
istration and the military-in-
dustrial complex.

The widespread advance of
racist, national chauvinist, and
neo-fascist movementsis add-
ing to global instability. The
deepening economic crisis of
capitalismisfuelling increased
rivalries, trade and tariff wars,
even predictions of another
global economic meltdown.
The crisis of climate change
isalready bringing destructive
weather systems, droughts,
rising ocean levels, and other
dire consequences.

Canada’s Role

In the face of this rapidly
deteriorating situation, Canada
should and must be avoice of
reason and restraint, and a
principled advocate for peace
and disarmament. Instead,
however, Ottawa has become
one of the most bellicose
voices marching to the ‘drums
of war’. The current Liberal
government of Justin Trudeau
and Chrystia Freeland has
tilted Canadian foreign and
defencepoliciesin afar-right,

militarist and interventionist
direction, and its bloated war
budget squandersvaluablere-
sources which would be bet-
ter spent on socially useful
purposes. Any hope that this
government would slash car-
bon emissions, or prioritizethe
needs of workers, Indigenous
peoples, the poor and mar-
ginalized, seniors and youth,
has vanished. Instead, Cana-
dian military spending is sky-
rocketing, from the current
levels of $20 billion, to apro-
jected $36 billion by the mid-
dle of the next decade.

Across Canada, a number
of useful and important peace
& solidarity initiatives aretak-
ing place. But we must face
the reality that overall, the
peace movement in Canada
and internationally today isnot
sufficient to address these
many dangerous and interre-
lated threats. Unlike earlier
periods — the 1980s with its
huge mobilizations against the
danger of nuclear war, or the
early 2000swhen millions pro-
tested the invasion of Iragq —
the anti-war movement today
isfar smaller. The doctrine of
“responsibility to protect”,
which the imperialist powers
use as a pretext for their geo-
political agenda, has disori-
ented and neutralized popular
resistance.

Today it ismore urgent than
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ever to foster greater coop-
eration, and unity of action
among all of the forces for
peace, solidarity and social
justice. In the view of the
Canadian Peace Congress, the
absolutely imperative task of
our timesisto build powerful
mass mobilizationsfor a deci-
sive shift in Canadian and glo-
bal politics, away from con-
frontation and militarism, and
towards peace and disarma-
ment. Only such achange can
give the human race arealis-
tic chance to save the planet
from war and environmental
disaster, and to improve the
lives of billions of people.

But success requires far
more than well-meaning
phrases. Common action to
transform Canadian foreign
and defence policies toward
peace and disarmament is
needed now! We call upon all
the diverse forces in our
movement to set aside differ-
ences, unite around our shared
concerns, and build campaigns
to push back the threat of war
and militarism, beforeitistoo
|ate!

The Canadian Peace Con-
gress stands committed to this
urgent and decisive goal and
welcomes dialogue and joint
action with any and all peace
and solidarity groupsand other
concerned organizations and
movements to help work for
itsrealization.

— Executive Commit-
tee, Canadian Peace Con-
gress, March, 2019

Trudeau

(Continued from Page 3,)
part, Pedro Pablo Kuczynski,
to “stress the need for dia-
logue and respect for the
democratic rights of Venezue-
lan citizens, asenshrined inthe
charter of the Organization of
American States and the In-
ter-American Democratic
Charter”.

But the Lima Group was
established as a structure out-
side of the OAS largely be-

Doctrine

cause that organization’s
members refused to back
Washington’s and Ottawa’s
bid tointerferein Venezuelan
affairs which, they believe,
defies the OAS' charter.
While many liberal Cana-
dian commentators promote
the idea that the Lima Group
operates independently of
Washington, their U.S. coun-
terparts are not deceived. In
a story titled “Intervening

Against Venezuela's Strong-
man’, Trump Belies‘ America
First’” the New York Times
described U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo’s influ-
ence over the Lima Group
declaration of January 4 that
rejected Maduro’s presidency.

The paper reported that Mr.
Pompeo is in “close contact
with” Ms. Freeland “who has
played aleading roleinrally-
ing global criticism of Mr.
Maduro.”

The claim the Lima Group
isindependent of Washington

Obfuscation on
SNC-Lavelin

(Continued from Page 4.)
obligationsto safeguard inde-
pendent prosecutions.

Drago Kos, a senior anti-
bribery official with the
OECD, said, “It's still at the
stage of allegations but even
thisisenough for usto be con-
cerned.” In a telephone con-
versation, he told the Toronto
Sar that the excuse used by
Prime Minister Trudeau and
others for their interventions
(that they were concerned
about jobsat SNC-Lavalin) is
not alegitimatejustification for
interfering with the judicial
process under the OECD’s

convention on combating brib-
ery of foreign public officials
ininternational businesstrans-
actions.

Infact, that convention spe-
cifically says that investiga-
tions and prosecutions “ shall
not be influenced by consid-
erations of national economic
interest, the potential effect
upon relations with another
state or the identity of the
natural or legal persons in-
volved.”

Canada, which is a signa-
tory to the convention in-
cluded similar languagein the
section of the Criminal Code

dealing with remediation
agreements.

Mr. Kos specifically disa-
greed with the testimony of
Michael Wernick, the Clerk of
the Privy Council, who gave
a different interpretation of
the clause, saying that “na-
tional economic interest” is
meant to prevent favouring
one country over another in a
prosecution.

Mr. Wernick told the Jus-
tice Committee, “My view is
that the economic impacts of
jobs—andit’'sexplicitly inthe
Criminal Code, theimpact on
suppliers, pensioners, custom-
ers, communities — is a rel-
evant public interest consid-
eration.,” Mr. Wernick told
the justice committee in his
testimony.

conjures up a story Jean
Chrétien recountstelling U.S.
President Bill Clinton in My
Years as Prime Minister:
“Keeping some distance will
be good for both of us. If we
look asthough we' rethe fifty-
first state of the United States,
there’s nothing we can do for
you internationally, just asthe
governor of a state can’t do
anything for you internation-
aly. But if welook independ-
ent enough, we can do things
for you that even the CIA
cannot do.”

While currently focused on
Venezuela, the nascent
“Trudeau Doctrine” haswider
regiona implications. Chrystia
Freeland has justified Cana-
da'saggressiveinterferencein
Venezuela's affairs by saying
“this is our neighbourhood”,

while Justin Trudeau’s per-
sonal representative for the
G7 Summits and recent ap-
pointee to the Senate, Peter
Boehm, told CBC, “ Thisisour
back yard, the Western hemi-
sphere. We have arole here.”
Describing Latin America
as “our back yard” isthe lan-
guage favoured by so-called
Ugly American politicians
seeking to assert the Monroe
Doctrine. Latin Americans
should beware of the emer-
gence of Ugly Canadians pro-
moting the “Trudeau Doc-
trine”.
— Yves Engler
(Yves Engler is the author
of The Black Book of Cana-
dian Foreign Policy and
most recently Left, Right:
Marching to the Beat of Im-
perial Canada.)

A Spat among Friends

It seems that in February
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel had a little disagree-
ment with a suggestion from
the USA as presented by U.S.
Vice-President Mike Pence.

At the Security Conference
meeting in Munich on Febru-
ary 16, Ms. Merkel withstood
American pressureto provoke
President Vladimir Putin by
conducting naval manoeuvres

in the Kerch Strait, a narrow
channel between the Crimean
peninsula and the Russian
mainland.

It seems that Chancellor
Merkel referred to reserva-
tionsfrom Ukrainian president
Petro Poroshenko.

The German government
and that of the USA occasion-
aly find themselves at |ogger-
heads on various issues.
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Ukrainian Miscellany

Ukraine’'s Danger of
Election Violence

In February, 2019, on the
eve of the presidential elec-
tion in Ukraine, the United
States Institute of Peace is-
sued Special Report No. 441,
Preventing Violence during
Ukraine’s 2019 Elections.
Printed below are excerpts
from that report by
Jonas Claes, a senior pro-
gram officer at the US
Institute of Peace, Artem
Myroshnychenko, an inde-
pendent research consultant
in Kyiv, and Yevheniia
Polshchykova, an independent
social researcher in Kyiv who
has worked as an analyst for
the World Food Program,
UNICEF, the World Bank,
and others.

In the “Summary” which
introducesthereport, the writ-
ersfind:

“Ukraine has entered a
busy election season, with a
presidential election slated for
March 31, 2019, and parlia-
mentary elections to follow
on October 27. Many Ukr-
ainians expect turbulent and
“dirty” elections.

“Though the risk of in-
tense, wide- spread election
violence is low, voter and
candidate intimidation is
likely. Both the presidential
and parliamentary elections
will likely see interference
from Moscow and post-
election protests.

“Organizing electionsamid
an ongoing violent conflict
creates unique security chal-
lengesasit provides new tar-
gets for armed groups aimed
at undermining political sta-
bility.

“The extensive presence of
right-wing extremist groups
also posesthethreat of physi-
cal violence, while collusion
among politicians, law en-
forcement personnel, and
criminal networksat alocal or
regional level may lead to har-
assment and violent compe-
tition.

“The Ukrainian National
Police and the Central Elec-
tion Commission are best po-
sitioned to prevent election-
related violence and to protect
political candidates, civic ac-
tivists, and voters. Authorities
will need additional training on
election violence analysisand
prevention in order to
strengthen their local prepar-
edness and ensure electoral
justice.

“Diplomats should coordi-
nate their messaging to en-
courage a high threshold for
election integrity, ensure ac-
countability for corruption and
violence, and counter Russian
interference.”

The risk assessment was
done between September and
December, 2018, and identi-

fies the key conflict dynam-
ics at play in the run-up to
Ukraine's presidential and
parliamentary elections.

The report says that
“Ukraine has become the epi-
centre of great power con-
flict between two parties with
a clear interest in the elec-
tion outcome: Russiaand the
transatlantic alliance.”

Theelectionsare being held
“...in this context of interna-
tional competition”.

The report notes that,
“Though the risk of severe
election violence is minimal,
low-intensity formsarelikely,
particularly in advance of the
parliamentary elections. Such
election-related violence is
expected in the form of voter
and candidate suppression,
Russian interference, and
postelection protests.

“The structural risks are
compounded by the lack of a
clear front-runner for the
presidency.”

The report says that,

“The October elections for
the Verkhovna Rada (parlia-
ment) pose slightly different
problems, since localized com-
petition for power is fierce
and more difficult to control.
Criminal influences are strong
in certain oblasts, and parties
that do not win the presidency
may resort to violent measures
to increase their numbers in
parliament ascompensation.”

Risks of Election
Violence

“Electionviolence isaform
of political violence deliber-
ately used to change the elec-
tion process or outcome. It
can happen at any time dur-
ing theelection cycle: before,
during, and after election day,
and could take many forms,
including the destruction of
voting materials, cyber at-
tacks, intimidation of candi-
dates and voters, targeted as-
sassinations, and physical at-
tacks by extremists.

“Election violence is com-
mon around the world be-
cause it works: it effectively
detersvoters and candidates,
underminestheintegrity of the
vote, and helps shape the
election results. However,
carefully selected and timely
prevention efforts, assistance,
and diplomacy can help re-
duce the risk of violence.

“In Ukraine, most of the
security risks that could
drive or trigger violence
are internal. (Sress added
- Ed.) The extensive presence
of right-wing extremist groups
poses the threat of physical
violence, while collusion
among politicians, law en-
forcement personnel, and
criminal networksat alocal or
regional level may lead to har-

assment and violent competi-
tion. Many Ukrainians expect
turbulent and “dirty” elections.
(In the Ukrainian context,
“dirty elections’ refers tothe
perceived use of unfair or il-
legal tactics by political ac-
tors.) Despite voter intimi-
dation and attacks on elec-
tion infrastructure, observers,
and themedia in recent elec-
tions in Ukraine, only a few
NGOs and electoral assist-
ance providers have priori-
tized the prevention of elec-
tion-related violence interms
of reporting, dedicated re-
sources, and activities. The
risk of intense, widespread
electionviolenceisfortunately
quite low but merits more at-
tention.”
Spillover from the
Donbas War

The report studies par-
ticular dynamics in certain
oblasts. Among these are the
armed conflict the Donbas
region.

The report says,

“The presence of heavy
weaponry and illicit unregis-
tered small armsincreasesthe
severity of possible violence.
The ongoing war also effec-
tively prevents around five
million Ukrainian voters in
Crimea, Luhansk, and
Donetsk from voting.

“Organizing electionsamid
an ongoing violent conflict
creates unique security chal-
lenges as it provides new
targets for armed groups
aimed at undermining politi-
cal stability. Additionally, the
conflict limitsaccessfor civil
society and election observ-
ers.... While peoplein Crimea
and the NGCAs are able to
register and vote in govern-
ment-controlled territory, the
related security risks, aswell
asthe financial and adminis-
trative burdens, are expected
to significantly suppress voter
turnout. In addition, an esti-
mated 1.6 million internally
displaced persons face tough
hurdles to participation in the
electoral processes, owing to
complex registration and vot-
ing procedures.”

The report says that the
declaration of martial law by
President Poroshenko on No-
vember 26, 2018, did not af-
fect the official campaign
season. “The most direct im-
pact was the cancellation of
forty-seven local electionsin
communities where martial
law was imposed, out of 151
elections that were originally
scheduled for December 23.”

According to thereport, “A
concerning development isthe
increased tolerance for vio-
lence in Ukrainian society as
alegitimate method of conflict
resolution.” This is “mani-
fested especially in the will-
ingness to participate in vio-
lent street protests’. The Or-
ange Revolution of 2004 and

the so-called “Revolution of
Dignity” 2013-14 “enhancing
the appeal of protest as an
effective tool for change”.

The report says that, “Vio-
lent historical figures and
those killed during the Euro-
mai dan protests are often glo-
rified, while nonviolent conflict
resolution methods are per-
ceived as tools of the weak.”

Political-Criminal Nexus

The report notes that,
“Election violence presentsan
effective and low-risk tool for
organized criminal groups
aimed at securing cooperation
from and complicity with po-
litical and security authorities.
Connections between local
officialsand criminal organi-
zations present a serious risk
of localized intimidation and
physical attacks. Much of the
violence isexpected to occur
..., with competing criminal
networks acting as conflict
entrepreneurs, threatening
political challengers to guar-
antee their access to power
and resources.... Competition
over access to power and
property between different
groups usually escalatesin the
run-up to elections.”

The western oblasts of
Rivne and Zhytomyr are cited
as “examples of regions
where criminal groups main-
tain a strong grip on authori-
ties.” However “political-
criminal networks and patron-
age systems are also well es-
tablished in Zakarpattya” and
other eastern and southern
parts of Ukraine.

The report says that, “...
political candidates across the
spectrum are known to usein-
timidation as a tactic, either
through their own covert
armed groups or by hiring
thugs....”

Militarization of Far-Right
Groups

Thereport isconcerned that
veterans of the 2013-14 action,
and far-right extremist organi-
zations have become more
visible perpetrators of violence
and“ present aphysical threat
to voters and candidates, eth-
nic or religious minorities, and
left-wing, LGBTQ, and hu-
man rights activists”.

“Groups likethe OUN Vol-
unteer Movement, the Broth-
erhood, C14, and Carpathian
Sich operate independently
but can be recruited to intimi-
date or provoke violence for
political purposes.”

The report says that, “ Sev-
eral far-right groups maintain
tieswith law enforcement and
government officials, leading
to an unacceptable leniency
toward some of the violence
they perpetrate and a severe
lack of accountability.”

Limited Space for Civil

Society and Opposition

The report says that Ukr-
aine remains an unconsoli-
dated (partly free) democracy.
Recently there has been a

record number of attacks on
civil society activists, within-
adequate investigation and
prosecution. The death of
Katerina Handziuk is one of
more than fifty attacks on ac-
tivists and human rights de-
fendersin 2018. “ The head of
Kherson’'s regional council
was charged with organizing
the murder.”

Religious Polarization

Thereport saysthat “... the
creation of aunified Orthodox
Church of Ukraine ... has
deepened religious divisions
that could escalate into vio-
lence. This momentous split
within the Eastern Orthodox
Church has evolved into a
significant conflict dynamic,
deepening geopolitical ten-
sions by reducing Russia’sin-
fluence in Ukraine.”

“Any form of diversity,
whether ethnic, religious, cul-
tural, or economic, can beex-
ploited by politicians, whoin-
vokeathreat narrativeto unify
their constituencies.”

President Poroshenko and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin have “instrumentalized
the autocephaly process as a
key political strategy to swing
the el ectorate, deepen the split
between parishioners, and gin
(sic) up fears over security.
Parish churches in Ukraine
areincreasingly being used by
political actors as propaganda
platformsto shape voter pref-
erences during campaigning.”

Strong but Vulnerable
Institutions

The report discusses the
weakness of the inexperi-
enced Central Election Com-
mission, which could lead to
distrust of election results.
One concern is the regional
administrations, whose “influ-
ence could be misused to har-
ass opposition candidatesand
even shape the election out-
come.

“Gross mismanagement,
real or perceived, and delays
in processing and investigat-
ing election-related complaints
are possibletriggers of violent
protest.”

Voter Dissatisfaction and
Distrust

“Despite significant institu-
tional and legal improvements,
entrenched corruption, collu-
sion, and impunity create a
growing sense of injustice and
voter apathy,” saysthereport.

Oblast Risk Dynamics

Thereport saysthat several
oblasts “face specific chal-
lenges’. Kyiv, Donetsk oblast,
Kharkiv, Odesa, and Zakar-
pattya are named as vulner-
able sites.

The report says, “Despite
these challenges, the overall
risk of intense, widespread
election-related violence re-
mainslow.” Thenit proceeds
tolist arange of common yet
under-reported forms of vio-
lence in Ukraine.
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WGS Commemorative Events

(Continued from Page 5.)
beyond. Alongside several
prominent roundtabl e panelists
and presenters from Vancou-
ver to Halifax, the 1919
WGSCC proudly features as
itskeynote, activist, organizer,
educator and author Dr. Jane
McAlevey!

The 1919 WGSCC will also
feature performances from
local and internationally-re-
nowned artists (TBA) at his-
torically significant venues—
including the Ukrainian Labour
Temple.

CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION: https://
www. brandonu.ca/1919/

FOR FURTHER INFO,
please visit: 1919-2019
.com OR facebook. com/
1919Winnipeg
General StrikeConference

* * *

Saturday, May 11. Cana-
dian Centre for Policy Al-
ternatives - Manitoba
Presents: BOOTS RILEY.
Knox United Church, 400
Edmonton Street. 5:30 p.m.
Doors open. 6:30 p.m.
Event with Q & A to follow.

Tickets: General: $30, Stu-
dent: $20. Ticket and Post
Event Supporter Meet-n-
Greet: $100 (includes $50
charitable receipt),
Available at McNally
Robinson, Eventbrite, CCPA-
MB, Answers (U of M) and
U of W Info booth.

Boots Riley is a prominent
black American rapper, pro-
ducer, screenwriter, commu-
nity organizer and director
whose pro-labour feature film
debut, Sorry to Bother You,
received universal acclaim
from audiences & criticsalike
— topping the National Board
of Review’s best films of
2018. Lead for the political
Hip Hop group The Coup,
Boots' radical roots were
forged from a young age by
way of the International Com-
mittee Against Racism and the
Progressive Labor Party
(PLP).

All event Info: https://
www.policyalter natives.ca/
offices/manitoba/events

* * *

Saturday, May 11. 1919
Social. Presented by Myers
LLP. Ukrainian Labour
Temple, 591 Pritchard Av-
enue. 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.

Tickets: $10, need to be
reserved, call 204-947-
1400.

We regret that venue is not
accessible — stairs are re-
quired to access venue and
usefacilities.

* * *

Sunday, May 12. The
Graphic History Collective
1919: A Graphic History of
the Winnipeg General Strike
— Book Launch. McNally
Robinson Booksellers (in
the Atrium)1120 Grant Av-
enue. 2:00 p.m. Free event.

In May and June, 1919,
more than 30,000 workers

walked off the job in Winni-
peg, Manitoba. The strikers
made national and interna-
tional headlines, and they in-
spired workersto mount sym-
pathy strikes in many other
Canadian cities. Although the
strike lasted for six weeks, it
ultimately ended in defeat.
The strike was violently
crushed by police, in collusion
with state officials and Win-
nipeg’s business elites.

One hundred years later,
the Winnipeg General Strike
remains one of the most sig-
nificant events in Canadian
history. This comic book re-
visits the strike to introduce
new generations to its many

lessons.
* * *
Monday, May 13. If

30,000 Strikers Marched
Today! Book Launch.
McNally Robinson Book-
sellers, 1120 Grant Avenue.
7:00 p.m. Free event.

A poetry reading by work-
ing class poet Ron
Romanowski. The launch of
his 8th book of poetry dedi-
cated to the strikers of 1919
and activistsworking today, I
30,000 Strikers Marched
Today!

This is fierce poetry writ-
ten by a working class poet,
who also wrote abook of pro-
test for the 90th anniversary
of the Strike in 2009, which
became alocal best seller.

For more information call
Ron at 204-667-6802 or
visit the McNally Robinson
Website.

* * *

Tuesday, May 14. Winni-
peg General Strike Illus-
trated Presentation.
Henderson Public Library
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Free event.

Join Michael Dupuis histo-
rian and author of The Win-
nipeg General Srike Ordi-
nary Men And Women Un-
der Extraordinary Circum-
stances as he explores the
causes, events and results of
the Winnipeg general strikein
an illustrated presentation.
Registration for this free
event opens February 21
on the Winnipeg Public Li-
brary’s website.

* * *

Wednesday, May 15. Win-
nipeg Labour Choir Con-
cert. Ukrainian Labour
Temple, 591 Pritchard Av-
enue. 6:00 p.m. Doors open.
7:30 p.m. Concert. Tickets:
$10.

Loa Henry has resurrected
the Winnipeg Labour Choir in
honour of the 1919 Winnipeg
General Strikeand atributeto
the working men and women
who participated in the strike.
Guest performers are musi-
cians: Greg MacPherson,
Harry Havey and Karen
Dana, Joseph and Mike
Warbansky.

The concert takes place
100 years to the day when

women telephone operators
walked off the job at the call
of the Winnipeg Trades and
Labour Council. The venue
for the concert is the Ukrain-
ian Labour Temple, chosen as
the place strikers often went
to organize and strategize.

After the concert there will
be a cash bar.

* * *

Wednesday, May 15. Win-
nipeg General Strike Cen-
tennial Gala Dinner. Pre-
sented by Manitoba Build-
ing Trades. RBC Conven-
tion Centre, Third Floor, Hall
A. 5:30 p.m. Cocktails.
6:30 p.m. Program and
Dinner

For tickets call 204-947-
1400.

Entertainment: Rainbow
Stage preview performance of
Srike! The Musical, comedy
performance by Steve
Patterson, music and dancing
with The Danny Kramer Band
— brought to you by
UNIFOR.

* * *

Thursday, May 16. On the
100th anniversary of the 1919
Winnipeg General Strike M e-
morial Service for Mike
Sokolowski, Brookside
Cemetery. 3001 Notre Dame
Avenue (immediately west of
Red River College). 7:00
p.m. Free event.

Please join MayWorks at
Brookside Cemetery for a
grave side memorial service
for Mike Sokolowski, who died
asaresult of agunshot wound
on June 21, 1919 during a
peaceful demonstration.

After the service we will
visit the gravesite of Steve
Schezerbanovich who died a
few days later of gangrene
poisoning as a result of gun-
shot wounds al so received on
June 21.

* * *

Saturday, May 25. Solidar-
ity Forever Parade Pre-
sented by UFCW 832. 11:00
a.m. to noon. Free event.

Parade will start at 11:00
am in the Exchange District
and make its way to Memo-
rial Park to be followed by
a Community Concert.

For more information or to
register a Float or Walking
Group in the parade, call 204-
947-1400.

* * *

Saturday, May 25. Solidar-
ity Forever Community
Concert. Presented by
CUPE Manitoba/Program-
ming by Mayworks. Me-
morial Park. 2:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. Free event.

Performances by: Bruce
Steele (Host); Sierra Noble;
James Keelaghan; David
Rovics; Heather Bishop;
Maria Dunn with Shannon
Johnson; Red Moon Road;
Nathan Rogers; Joe Jencks.
Includes: Family Fun Zone,
brought to you by The M ani-
toba Teachers Society and
Food Court, brought to you

by MAHCP.

For more information call
204-947-1400.
* * *

Saturday, M ay 25 and Sun-
day, May 26. Doors Open
at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple. It's Our 100th An-
niversary! Ukrainian L a-
bour Temple. 591 Pritchard
Avenue. 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Toursfrom 12:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. Free event.

The Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple is again proud to be part
of Doors Open Winnipeg's
annual look inside historic and
unique structures.

The Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple was constructed in 1918-
1919 and had its official open-
ingin February, 1919. Itisthe
only surviving Labour Hall
associated with the events of
the Winnipeg General Strike.

Come join us for some
Ukrainian hospitality and en-
tertainment. We will also be
conducting some exciting
guided tours of our 100 year
old building.... opening some
long closed rooms, poking into
some dusty corners, and re-
vealing somelong lost secrets
of thishistoric building with a
somewhat controversial past
history!

The Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple holds heritage designations
from all three levels of gov-
ernment. The building contin-
ues to be a vibrant centre for
progressive culture and poli-
tics, and remainsafocal point
for the Ukrainian community.

* * *

Sunday, May 26. 1919
SYMPATHETIC STRIKE
Tour. 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
$15 for employed adults - no
charge for students, seniors,
or those unemployed. Reserve
a seat: commgroup @mts
.net or call/text 204-793-
3289.

In May, 1919, over 30,000
workers shut down Winnipeg
in one of the most important
moments in our political his-
tory. For six weeks, inflamma-
tory social conditions and re-
lationsignited into amajor pro-
test over wages, rights, in-
equality and revolution

The Tour will go through
highlights of what happened in
1919, exposing the social and
economic conditions that led
to and followed the Strike.
The tour reflects on how the
echoes of the Strike can be
heard in the Winnipeg of to-
day —both inspiring some peo-
ple and threatening others.

The Strike Tour starts in
the north end of Winnipeg,
goes to the residential area
south of the Assiniboine River
and ends in the Exchange
area of the city, particularly
on the Red River at Victoria
Park.

The tour has been fully
booked for the last four
years so register early.
Confirmation and location to
meet will be sent to you after
you register and provide an e-
mail address.

* * *
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Saturday, June 8. Rise Up
100: Songs for the Next
Century Concert. Pre-
sented by MGEU / Program-
ming by The Winnipeg
Folk Festival. The Cube.
Old Market Square. 2:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Free
event.

Performances by: Tom
Morello, Ani DiFranco, John
K Samson, Leonard Sumner
and more. Includes: 1919
Tavern, brought to you by
LiUNA and Little Brown
Jug Food Court, brought to
you by Assiniboine Credit
Union.

For more information call
204-947-1400.
* * *

Thursday, June 13.
Women Strike! 1919- 2019,
The Winnipeg General
Strike. Written & directed by
Norman Nawrocki. Ukrain-
ian Labour Temple. 591
Pritchard Avenue. 7:00 p.m.
Doors. 7:30 p.m. Perform-
ance of traditional Ukrain-
ian folk music. 8:15 p.m.
Play

Ticketed event.

Women Srike! is a one-act
play for three women. They
play the roles of six coura-
geous East European working
women who becameinvolved
in the 1919 Winnipeg General
Strike.

* * *

Monday, June 17 at 11:00
a.m. Student Preview Mati-
nee (tickets $15.00 each)
Tuesday, June 18 to Friday,
June 28. Tuesday, July 2 to
Friday, July 5.

RAINBOW STAGE pre-
sents STRIKE! THE MU-
SICAL. Music & Lyrics by
DANNY SCHUR. Book by
RICK CHAFE and DANNY
SCHUR. 7:30 p.m. evening
performances. 2:00 p.m.
matinee performances (for
days see www.rainbowstage
.ca)

Tickets from $25 up to
$65 all in taxes and fees
included. Tickets are avail-
able on-line www.rainbow-
stage.ca or by calling 204-
989-0888.

* * *

Friday, June 21.
‘Bloody Saturday’ Sculp-
ture Unveiling. A public art
work by Bernie Miller and
Noam Gonick. Corner of
Market and Main. Time:
TBA. Free event.

A memorial to the 100th
anniversary of the 1919 Gen-
eral Strikewill belaunchedin
Pantages Plaza. This perma-
nent installation replicatesthe
streetcar which was tipped
and burnt at the climax of
Bloody Saturday, June 21,
1919.

The artwork was commis-
sioned by the Winnipeg Arts
Council with additional sup-
port from the Government of
Canada, the Manitoba Fed-
eration of Labour and Mani-
toba’'s Unions, Centre Ven-
ture, the Winnipeg Foundation,
the Amalgamated Transit Un-
ion and |ATSE Local 856.
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(Continued from Page 3.)
CBC News presented an
online gallery of picturesthat
had been tweeted out by the
Venezuelan opposition that
supposedly showed the brutal
“repression” being committed
by the Venezuelan govern-
ment. The CBC did not men-
tion, however, that many of
the pictures in their gallery
were not even from Ven-
ezuelal Two of the pictures,
for example, were of police
crackdowns against student
protesters in Chile last year.
One picture, which showed a
young woman who had been
savagely beaten, was actually
taken in Egypt at the height of
the Arab Spring three years
ago!” (by Camilo Cahis, Ven-
ezuela Analysis, March 27,
2014)

Sanctions as a weapon
and the acceptance by the
media

The lack of media scrutiny
in its reporting on Venezuela
has ramped up in the period
since 2017, when Canada
joined the U.S. in imposing
numerous economic sanc-
tions. The media has never
challenged the legality of
these sanctions which are il-
legal by international law
since only the United Nations
has the power to impose sanc-
tions.

Canada has two laws cov-
ering sanctions. One is the
United NationsAct which rec-
ognizes the primacy of the
United Nations, the other is
the Special Economic Meas-
uresAct or SEMA, which al-
lows it to sidestep interna-
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tional law and impose sanc-
tionsunilaterally. It was under
SEMA, in September, 2017,
and the cover of the Lima
Group, which was founded
one month before, that sanc-
tionswereimposed by Order-
in-Council (allowed by
SEMA), bypassing any votein
the House of Commons.

Given the lack of scrutiny
by the media, most Canadians
do not realizethat Canada, the
U.S. and the European Union
are acting in contravention of
international law and norms
when they impose and
strengthen sanctions against
Venezuela. What they are led
to believe is the false equa-
tion that the Venezuelan gov-
ernment abuses the people
and therefore sanctions are
justified.

Propaganda for a coup

The propaganda for a coup
reached a fever pitch in the
weeks and days leading up to
February 23. That was the
date, set by the self-declared
President Juan Guaido and the
“opposition”, for bringing U.S.
aid across the Columbia bor-
der to Venezuela.

The media reported non-
stop about the emergence of
dual political power in Ven-
ezuela and the recognition of
aparallel government by more
than 50 countriesin theworld.
At the same time the media
ignored the role of sanctions
and falling oil prices as the
source of Venezuela's eco-
nomic problems, preferring to
blame Venezuela's crisis on
corruption and mismanage-
ment.

Free Admission

IVAN FRANKO
MUSEUM

200 McGregor Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 5L6
(204) 585-4397

by appointment only

Get Your Subscription to the
Ukrainian Canadian Herald.

Complete the form below to enjoy eleven issues of thisin-
formation-filled newspaper. Mail your request and payment
to: Kobzar Publishing Company, 595 Pritchard Avenue, Win-
nipeg MB, R2W 2K 4. Please do not send cash in the mail.

Name:

Yes! | like what | have just read, and | want the next
eleven issues of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald. | have
enclosed a cheque or money order for $30.00 ($40.00
outside Canada), payableto Kobzar Publishing Company.

Pease send my paper to:

Address:

Postal Code:

However, two particular
events stand out in the ma-
nipulation of information lead-
ing up to February 23. The
“fake news” about the
Tienditas Bridge and the Am-
nesty International report
documenting human rights
violationsin Venezuela.

The “fake news” of the
Tienditas Bridge

On February 6, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo
posted on Twitter:

“The Venezuelan people
desperately need humanitar-
ianaid. The US & other coun-
tries are trying to help, but
#Venezuela's military under
Maduro’s orders is blocking
aid with trucks and shipping
tankers. The Maduro regime
must LET THE AID REACH
THE STARVING PEOPLE".

The message of Pompeo
was clear. Maduro isruthless,
does not care about the peo-
pleof hiscountry, andiswill-
ing to shut down and block-
ade a huge six-lane highway
in order to stop them eating.
The tweet bolstered the U.S.
position that Maduro must go
and be replaced with Juan
Guaido of the Venezuel an op-
position.

The mainstream media
around the world reported
Mike Pompeo’stweet and in-
cluded a photo. Here is what
some of the media said.

BBC News reported:

“US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo has demanded
Venezuelareopen abridge on
the Colombian border for an
aid shipment organized by the
opposition.”

The Independent reported:

“Nicolas Maduro's regime
blocked the Tienditas Interna-
tional Bridge with agiant or-
ange tanker, two large blue
containers and makeshift
fencing.”

CNN reported:

“The Venezuelan govern-
ment, led by embattled Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, has
blocked a bridge connecting
Venezuela to Colombia, ac-
cording to Colombian officials
and a CNN photojournalist at
the scene.”

The CBC, too, engaged in
reporting the fake news of
Mike Pompeo. The CBC sub-
sequently updated their post
of February 7, removing it and
replacing it with this admis-
son:

“CBC News was among
the many news organizations
that used the photo in stories,
stating that Maduro’s forces
had purposely blocked the
Tienditas Bridge with shipping
containers and a fuel tanker”

Thus, at a time when the
U.S., Canada and the Euro-
pean Union were exerting
maximum pressure for regime
change, the mediain Canada,
Britain and the U.S. used the
story to inflame public opin-
ion.

The truth, as reported by
the Orinoco Tribune and oth-
ersisthat the bridge has been

blocked for years.

The Amnesty Interna-
tional report and itsrolein
the coup

On February 20, just three
days before the date set by
the U.S. to bring aid acrossthe
Venezuelan border, Amnesty
International released areport
documenting human rights
abuses in Venezuela. Before
thisreport, released just days
before the anticipated show-
down at the Columbian/Ven-
ezuelan border, a search of
the Amnesty website shows
only two short references to
Venezuela. Timing is every-
thing and thisreport certainly
served the needs to inflame
public opinion.

On February 21, Foreign
Affairs Minister Chrystia
Freeland labelled the Amnesty
allegations another example
of the “despicable’ regime of
Nicholas Maduro.

The countdown to the coup
was on. It was now aided by
what many would consider to
be a human rights organiza-
tion above any partisan cam-
paigning. The Amnesty report
provided the media with “in-
cidents”, “facts”, “figures”,
and “sound bites” ready for
the mediaand governmentsto
regurgitate for the morning
and evening news.

A review of the main me-
diashowsthey took thisinfor-
mation and republished it ver-
batim. This was then used to
draw the conclusion needed
by governments angling for
regime change. M SN reported
the comments of a Canadian
official:

“‘The latest report, and
many before it, outline how
the despicable Maduro regime
abuses and kills protestersand
silences its critics,” said
Freeland’'s spokesman Adam
Austen.

“*These unconscionable
acts are the very reason that
Canada is playing a leading
role in the defence of the
rights of Venezuelans'” said
Austen. ‘Our work in the
LimaGroup ismotivated by a
desire to restore democracy
and protect human rights and
thiswork continues.””

However, the Amnesty re-
port, from first to last sen-
tence, isatroubling document.
The report offers no verifica-
tion of the allegations it
presents; it simply assertsthat
these are true. Moreover, itis
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a document that focuses ex-
clusively on the actions of the
government. In a clash be-
tween any government and an
opposition one would expect
to find incidents on both sides.

It is a known fact that the
Venezuelan opposition is
armed and contains groups
who do not hesitate to use
extreme violence. On May 20,
2017, Orlando Figuera died
when he was stabbed six
times and set on fire as he at-
tempted to cross through an
opposition blockade of a
street. Though it was reported
on in the international press,
Amnesty did not comment on
his death. On February 23, as
reported by the New York
Times on March 10, opposi-
tion forces burned the very
trucks they were attempting
to force across the Venezue-
lan border.

Can Amnesty be trusted?
The Amnesty |nternational
report on Venezuelaisaclas-
sic example of an unverified
source. Almost all of the
claims made in the report are
based on Amnesty Interna-
tional’sassertion that it inves-
tigated the reported allega-
tions; it offers no documenta-
tion of the incidents. The
“truth” of the report rests en-
tirely on the premise that
Amnesty is above the fray
and beyond reproach.

The one incident it docu-
ments, the killing of Luis
Suarez, is actually a story re-
ported by another source. A
search reveals that it is re-
ported first by Instagram and
then as asocial medialink on
thewebsite of atelevision sta-
tionin Miami in astory posted
on January 25. Amnesty then
included it as part of itsreport.

The majority of the report
is based on Amnesty claims
followed by conclusions. This
istypical of thereport:

“In an interview with Am-
nesty International, they said
that upon being arrested, the
authorities beat them, called
them “guarimberos’ (protes-
tors who use violence) and
“terrorists’, exposed them to
irritant substances, deprived
them of sleep, and threatened
tokill them. According to their
testimony, the officials who
detained them belonged to
several different state security
forces and were accompanied
by people dressed in civilian
clothes.”

(Continued on Page 12.)

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: noon — 7:00 p.m.

3anpowuyemo 00 €0unoz2o Ha AmepukaHcoKomy
Konmunenmi Mysero Tapaca Illeguenxal
Open Monday-Wdnesday, Friday:

‘Weekends and Holidays byA ppointment
Free Admission — Donation Appreciated

3asimaiime 0o nac 3a adpecoio:
Taras Shevchenko Museum
1614 Bloor Street West » Toronto,
ON M6P 1A7 » Phone: 416-534-8662
Abo gidgidaiime Hawu 6ed-cmopinKu Ha
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum
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(Continued from Page 11.)

Which leads Amnesty inter-
national to thisconclusion:

“Arbitrarily detaining more
than a hundred adolescents
and subjecting them to cruel
treatment, which at times may
have constituted torture,
shows how far the authorities
are willing to go in their des-
perate attempts to stop the
protests and subdue the popu-
lation,” said Erika Guevara-
Rosas.”

The exception to that tac-
tic in the report isthe use of
the organization Foro Penal, a
Venezuelan human rights or-
ganization, asasourcein parts
of the report. But who is Foro
Penal? Foro Penal maintains
a web site and publishes in
Spanish. Foro Penal’s cover-
age of human rightsissuesis
entirely from the angle of
blaming the Bolivarian gov-
ernment for violence and
other crimes.

It turns out Foro Penal has
close links with the U.S. and
Canada, both of which have
givenit human rights awards.
Canada’'s award was pre-

Happy
Birthday,

Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens’ Club
wishes ahappy birthday to the
celebrant of April:

Anne Husar

May you have good health,
happiness and adaily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Vancouver Seniors
Club wishesthe best of health
and happiness in the coming
year to April celebrants:

Joan Kowalewich
Audrey Skalbania

Enjoy your day with family
and friends!

The Welland Shevchenko
Senior sextend ahappy birth-
day wish to April celebrants:

Rose Kwiecinski
George Sitak

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!

sented to Foro Penal by Ben
Rowswell, who was Canada’'s
diplomatic representative to
Venezuela for a time. Ben
Rowswell eventually had his
diplomatic credentials re-
voked by the Venezuelan gov-
ernment because he main-
tained asocial medianetwork
linking thousands of
opposition supporters. Ben
Rowswell is often seen on the
CBC commenting in support
of the opposition and the need
for regime change.

Footnote: Therole of the
CBC

While the corporate media
isseen asengaging in politics
that suit corporate interests,
the CBC is perceived as hav-
ing aspecial roleasapublicly
funded news provider. It is
seen asavoice of journalistic

finding the truth about events.
One would expect that the
CBC, as a publicly funded
broadcaster, would have taken
up the task of reporting on the
situation in Venezuela by
analyzing events in order to
present an accurate assess-
ment. However, inthisregard,
it has failed any test of jour-
nalistic independence or dedi-
cation to presenting the truth.
On issue of sanctions and
the push for regime changein
Venezuela, the CBC has come
out as a defender of these
policies, openly promoting the
politics of intervention and
sanctions by the Lima Group.
Like its counterpart in the
U.S., National Public Radio,
the CBC has chosen to echo
the narrative that Venezuelais
a corrupt dictatorship while
the opposition isademocratic
alternative that will turn Ven-
ezuelaaround economically.
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Why not renew your
subcription now?

independence, dedicated to — Glenn Michalchuk

Who, What, When, Where

Vancouver — AUUC Vancouver Branch will hold a
Perogy Lunch and Mini-Bazaar at the Ukrainian Cultural
Centre, 805 E. Pender, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, April 14. Come and enjoy Ukrainian food, handicrafts,
and home baking.

* * *

Calgary — A Spring Concert, the final concert of the year,
presented by the Calgary Ukrainian Hopak Ensemble, with
specia guest artists, Edmonton’s Trembita Folk Choir, at 2:00
p.m. on Sunday, May 5, at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre,
3316 — 28 Avenue S.W. For tickets, $15.00 each, call Darlene
at 403- 271-2379. Join us for refreshments after the concert.

* * *

Winnipeg — AUUC Winnipeg Branch invites everyone
to Pysanka Workshop at the Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple, 591 Pritchard Avenue on Saturday, April 13. 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 — Children’s Workshop. $10.00 (Parents must
stay with children). 1:00 to 4:00 — Adult Workshop.
$10.00. Suppliesincluded for both workshops. RSVP to Kim
@ 204-293-7105 (after 5:00 p.m.). Maximum 20 partici pants
per workshop.

* * *

Winnipeg — AUUC Winnipeg Branch invites everyone
to the Re—dedication of the Ukrainian Labour Tem-
ple, 591 Pritchard Avenue from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on
Thursday, April 25. Thereisno admission charge, but seat-
ing limited. To attend RSVP to 204-467-5043 or to
auucwinnipeg@gmail.com.

* * *

Winnipeg — AUUC Winnipeg Branch presentsthe Win-
nipeg Mandolin Orchestra in Concert, with guest artists
TheBart House Band (for info: barthouse.ca) at the Ukrain-
ian Labour Temple, 591 Pritchard Avenue, at 8:00 p.m. on
Saturday, May 4. Tickets: $20.00 available at the door.

* * *

Toronto— LEGENDS OF TIME: Exhibition and Sale
of Paintings by Oleh Nedoshytko will be unveiled with an
opening reception at the Taras Shevchenko Museum,
1614 Bloor Street West, from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on
Sunday, April 7. The exhibition will run to May 24. For
Shevchenko Museum operating hours and contact informa-
tion, seethe ad in thisissue.

* * *

Toronto— AUUC Toronto Branch invites members and
friends to a luncheon buffet at the Old Mill, 21 Old Mill
Road, at noon on Wednesday, April 24. Admission: Mem-
bers — $25.00; non-members — $30.00.

* * *

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

JOIN US!

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. Todiscover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K 4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail @auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC V6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver @tel us.net

Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
CalgaryAB T3EORS

Phone: (403) 246-1231

E-mail: Calgary hopak @shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH

UkrainianCentre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@tel us.net

Fax: (780) 424-2013

REGINA BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

1809 Toronto Street

ReginaSK $AP1M7

Phone: (306) 522-1188 Website: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipegMB R2W2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404
E-mail: auucwinnipeg@gmail.com

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
OttawaON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

TorontoON MG6P1A7

Phone: 416-588-1639

E-mail: auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656




